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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

Night snakes are uncommon to locally common in suitable habitat. They occur in the
northern Sacramento Valley and in the foothills surrounding the entire Central Valley.
Widespread in southern California including Santa Cruz Island, night snakes are absent from
the southern Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys, high elevations in the Sierra Nevada, the
outer Coast Ranges north of San Luis Obispo Co., and coastal northern California. Although
known only from an isolated locality in eastern Siskiyou Co., night snakes probably range
throughout much of arid northeastern California. Found in a variety of valley-foothill habitats,
chaparral, and desert shrub habitats. Elevation sea level to 1920 m (7000 ft).

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: The saliva of this snake is mildly venomous, which may help them secure small
prey, especially lizards and occasional amphibians (Stebbins 1954).

Cover: When not active this snake seeks cover in crevices in rocky outcrops, under
surface objects, and in mammal burrows. The subterranean tendencies of this snake are
evidenced by its being found occasionally by roadbuilding crews.

Reproduction: The eggs of this species are laid in crevices in rocky accumulations.
Abandoned mammal burrows may also occasionally be utilized as nest sites.

Water: No information on water requirements. This is a snake of arid regions and is often
found far from standing water, which is not considered to be an important habitat element.

Pattern: Night snakes are most commonly associated with rocky areas or rock outcrops in
a variety of habitats.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns: Nocturnal and crepuscular, night snakes are almost never encountered
abroad during the day. Periods of inactivity during cold weather occur at all localities.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Predictable seasonal movements have not been reported
for this species.

Home Range: The nature of the home range of night snakes is unknown.

Territory: No evidence for the territorial defense of resources has been reported.

Reproduction: Eggs are laid in June and July. Females deposit 3 to 9 (usually 4) eggs,



which hatch in about two months.

Niche: Night snakes are probably taken as prey by owls, nocturnal mammals, and other
snakes. The nature of their competitive relationships with other species is not well
understood.
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